
Oliver Pennington District G 
TCR CITY OF HOUSTON ELECTIONS 2009           
QUESTIONAIRE  

1.  DO YOU SUPPORT CAPPING RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX APPRAISALS 
AT  A MAXIMUM 5% INCREASE PER YEAR? Yes 
 
2.  DO YOU SUPPORT A REQUIREMENT THAT THE CITY  NOT RAISE TAXES 
WITHOUT A  SUPERMAJORITY OF AT LEAST 60% OF CITY COUNCIL? 
Yes 
 
3.  DO YOU SUPPORT A SPENDING CAP LIMITING THE INCREASE IN CITY 
SPENDING TO THE RATE OF GROWTH OF POPULATION PLUS INFLATION? 
Yes 
 
4.  DO YOU SUPPORT ESTABLISHING A “GRACE” TYPE COMMISSION TO 
IDENTIFY WAYS FOR THE CITY TO ELIMINATE FRAUD, WASTE, ABUSE, 
INCOMPETENCE AND SUGGESTED OPERATING EFFICIENCIES? 
Yes, I believe a citizens budget review board compromised of City of 
Houston residents, who are experienced in financial matters appointed by 
Council members is an excellent way to assure a louder public voice in the 
city’s budget process. 
 
5.  DO YOU SUPPORT THE CONSOLIDATION OF CITY FUNCTIONS WITH 
HARRIS COUNTY WHERE IT IS PRACTICAL? Yes not only do I support it I 
would encourage it. 
 
6.  DO YOU SUPPORT ENDING RACE AND GENDER BASED AFFIRMATIVE 
ACTION PROGRAMS TO BE REPLACED BY A NEED BASED SYSTEM? 
Yes 
 
7.  DO YOU SUPPORT THE RIGHT OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS TO ADD 
ITEMS TO THE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA IF APPROVED BY  A MAJORITY OF 
MEMBERS? Yes, the people have a right to be heard on pressing public 
issues. 
 



8.  DO YOU BELIEVE THAT GOVERNMENT  SHOULD TAKE PRIVATE 
PROPERTY FROM INDIVIDUALS OR CORPORATIONS FOR THE ”GOOD OF THE 
COMMUNITY” WITHOUT PAYING FAIR COMPENSATION? 
No 
 
9.  DO YOU SUPPORT THE GRANTING  OF PUBLIC TAX FUNDS FOR PRIVATE 
OR SEMI-PRIVATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN AREAS  THAT ARE NOT 
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED? 
Provided it can be proven that there is a real and legitimate public benefit 
then I support the issue being heard and discussed. 
 
10. DO YOU SUPPORT  EXPANSION OR REORGANIZING THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT SO THAT OFFICERS PATROL WITH A PARTNER, AT LEAST 
DURING NIGHT HOURS? 

 
Police officer safety should be a priority. Provided such a policy change 
would not endanger citizens’ safety or be cost prohibitive I would support 
such a change. 
 




