Carlos Obando
TCR CITY OF HOUSTON ELECTIONS 2009
QUESTIONAIRE

1. DO YOU SUPPORT CAPPING RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX APPRAISALS
AT A MAXIMUM 5% INCREASE PER YEAR? Yes

2. DO YOU SUPPORT A REQUIREMENT THAT THE CITY NOT RAISE TAXES
WITHOUT A SUPERMAJORITY OF AT LEAST 60% OF CITY COUNCIL? Yes

3. DO YOU SUPPORT A SPENDING CAP LIMITING THE INCREASE IN CITY
SPENDING TO THE RATE OF GROWTH OF POPULATION PLUS INFLATION? I
support fiscal responsibility for our city. This means that | do not believe
that our spending should be greater than our ability to fund that spending.
We should create a public-private partnership to fill-in the gaps.

4. DO YOU SUPPORT ESTABLISHING A “GRACE” TYPE COMMISSION TO
IDENTIFY WAYS FOR THE CITY TO ELIMINATE FRAUD, WASTE, ABUSE,
INCOMPETENCE AND SUGGESTED OPERATING EFFICIENCIES? Yes

5. DO YOU SUPPORT THE CONSOLIDATION OF CITY FUNCTIONS WITH
HARRIS COUNTY WHERE IT IS PRACTICAL? The key to this question is the
practicality of any consolidation. The City Council must consider a wide
range of impacts, including the ability to secure federal and state funds for
similar functions by different local jurisdictions.

6. DO YOU SUPPORT ENDING RACE AND GENDER BASED AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION PROGRAMS TO BE REPLACED BY A NEED BASED SYSTEM? 1 do not
support any race or gender based preferences.

7. DO YOU SUPPORT THE RIGHT OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS TO ADD
ITEMS TO THE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF
MEMBERS? Yes

8. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT GOVERNMENT SHOULD TAKE PRIVATE
PROPERTY FROM INDIVIDUALS OR CORPORATIONS FOR THE "GOOD OF THE
COMMUNITY” WITHOUT PAYING FAIR COMPENSATION? No



9. DO YOU SUPPORT THE GRANTING OF PUBLIC TAX FUNDS FOR PRIVATE
OR SEMI-PRIVATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN AREAS THAT ARE NOT
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED? | support a strong public-private
partnership for the benefit of the citizens of Houston, based on the merits of
the project and not limited to a pre-designated area.

10. DO YOU SUPPORT EXPANSION OR REORGANIZING THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT SO THAT OFFICERS PATROL WITH A PARTNER, AT LEAST
DURING NIGHT HOURS? | believe that the City Council are not law
enforcement experts, and must consider suggestions and requests from
within the first responder community, as well as reviewing best practices
from other cities that are addressing similar issues to Houston. If that
means patrolling with partners or other methods, then | would support such
initiatives.





